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that the body must not pursue the shadow; and that
the shadow does not exist without the body that pro-
duces it ?l Bear in mind, madame, that by presenting
too soon to mere children profound or complicated ideas,
they need words defined for them : that, as a rule, these
definitions are even more complicated or more vague than
the thought itself: children misapply all this; and they
remain with thoroughly false ideas in their heads. From
this follows another bad result: it is that they repeat like
parrots words to which they attach no sense; and that at
twenty they remain children ; or become self-sufficient
prigs. You asked for my reply in writing. Here,
madame, you have it. I hope it may not vex you; for
it is not possible for me to give you another. If I am
not deceived in you, you will forgive my brutality; and
you will begin your task over again with more courage,
and more success than ever/'

Rousseau having been exonerated from the charge of
leaving desolation in Madame d'Epinay's heart by
sophistries about education, especially blameworthy in
the future author of Emile, we may now exonerate
Madame d'Epinay from the sins against tact and kindli-
ness attributed to her, as the authoress of the letters that
are given in the Memoirs, for her replies to her friend
Jean Jacques, when he, in his turn, sought her sympathy
and counsel.

The occasion was in January 1757. After receiv-
ing an offensive letter from Diderot, Rousseau, too
wounded and indignant to trust himself to reply to the
man he still loved and believed in as a friend, poured
out Ms griefs to Madame d'Epinay ; throwing himself on
her judgment for advice and consolation. No greater
proof of confidence in her friendship could he have given ;
and we find that, in reality, Madame d'Epinay responded

1 Madame d'Epinay had. written : " la politesse est dans nn coeur
sensible tine expression, douce vraie et volontaire du sentiment de
Festime et de la bienveillance." She had also written: " la louange
suit la vertu comme F ombre le corps: mais le corps ne doit point
coiirir apres 1'ombre."                 3 Linant. In short, all had                    14wife than Jean Jacques was to The'rese.e case of the Yenetian child, but he is notThe New Spirit, by Havelock Ellis.)
